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October 31, 2006

JOHN B. VENHOFF
8542 East 29th Place

Denver, Colorado 80238-2726
(303) 777-2510

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Media Consolidation

Dear Conunission Members:

I am hearing in the media that the Conunission is considering once again a plan which
would allow large media conglomerates to purchase and control more media outlets in
communities nationwide.

I am strongly opposed to any such action and would ask that you defeat such a
proposal. I wrote my congressional representatives in September 2003 and asked that
they support legislation which would roll back your media consolidation rules at that
time. I am surprised that another effort to allow consolidation is back on the table.

America needs more local ownership of the media and less national. Our democracy is
dependent on the flow of information to the American people from a variety of sources.
The consolidation of information delivery sources in the hands of a few large
corporations is dangerous to our democracy.

While I do not view Telemundo broadcasts, I noticed in the paper 4 days ago an article
that is very telling on this subject of consolidation. NBC Universal purchased Telemundo
for $1.98 billion in October 2001. NBC has just decided and announced that it will
regionalize the local newscasts at 6 of its Spanish-language outlets. In Denver, it will
eliminate KDEN-ChanneI25's cut-ins to Telemundo's national news by year-end. The
article went on to say that NBC would save some $750 million by regionalizing the news.
That action would also cause lay-offs. This is not good for the local communities.

I am asking both you and my congressional representatives to not allow the
adoption of any rules permitting further media consolidation. Rather, you should be
encouraging local ownership and local news on the radio and television and in
newspapers.

o

Cc: Senator Wayne Allard; Senator Ken Salazar; Representative Diana DeGette
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